Magorrian, Matthew

From: Kowalski, Ed

Sent: Friday, December 04, 2015 8:00 AM

To: McLerran, Dennis

Subject: Re: sending today... J.R. Simplot Company to reduce emissions at Pocatello, Idaho

sulfuric acid plant

Categories: Potential LEPIC FOIA Record

Will do. Under the communications plan, they know by now, but will follow up.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 3, 2015, at 9:42 PM, McLerran, Dennis <mclerran.dennis@epa.gov> wrote:

Ed:

Can you reply? Thanks.

Dennis

Sent from my EPA iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kelly Wright <kwright@sbtribes.com>

Date: December 3, 2015 at 7:18:59 PM PST

To: "McLerran, Dennis" <mclerran.dennis@epa.gov>

Cc: Lee Juan Tyler <Ityler@sbtribes.com>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: sending today... J.R. Simplot Company to reduce emissions at Pocatello,
Idaho sulfuric acid plant

Thanks for providing this information. Are you aware when it will be published in the
Federal Register, actually when the 30 days start for commenting.
Thanks again, hope you have Happy Holidays

Kelly

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 3, 2015, at 3:53 PM, McLerran, Dennis <mclerran.dennis@epa.gov> wrote:

LeelJuan and Kelly:



| wanted you to see the press release from today.

Dennis

Sent from my EPA iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Skadowski, Suzanne"
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>

Date: December 3, 2015 at 2:02:51 PM EST

To: "Holsman, Marianne"
<Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, "Philip, Jeff"
<Philip.Jeff@epa.gov>, "Macintyre, Mark"
<Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov>, "Smith, Judy"
<Smith.Judy@epa.gov>, "Schuster, Cindy"
<Schuster.Cindy@epa.gov>

Cc: "Downey, Scott" <Downey.Scott@epa.gov>,
"Cunningham, Roylene"
<Cunningham.Roylene@epa.gov>, "Vergeront, Julie"
<Vergeront.Julie@epa.gov>, "Kowalski, Ed"
<Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov>, "Davies, Lauris"
<Davies.Lauris@epa.gov>, "Werntz, James"
<Werntz.James@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David"
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Anderson-Carnahan, Linda"
<Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>, "MclLerran,
Dennis" <mclerran.dennis@epa.gov>, "Pirzadeh,
Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>, "Dunbar, Bill"
<dunbar.bill@epa.gov>, "Woods, Jim"
<Woods.Jim@epa.gov>, "Thomas, Sally"
<Thomas.Sally@epa.gov>, "Herbst, John"
<herbst.john@epa.gov>, "Zokan, Jim"
<Zokan.Jim@epa.gov>, "McGown, Michael"
<McGown.Michael@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: sending today... J.R. Simplot Company to
reduce emissions at Pocatello, Idaho sulfuric acid plant

R10 press release has now been sent.

Subject: sending today... J.R. Simplot Company to
reduce emissions at Pocatello, Idaho sulfuric acid plant

Region 10 will send the following press release at
approximately 10:30 am today. Please do not
forward outside of EPA until release has been sent
out.



Release Date: December 3, 2015
Contact: Suzanne Skadowski, 206-553-2160,
skadowski.suzanne@epa.gov

J.R. Simplot Company to reduce emissions
at Pocatello, Idaho sulfuric acid plant

Estimated $42 million settlement resolves Clean Air
Act violations at Simplot’s five acid plants in Idaho,
Wyoming and California

(Seattle — December 3, 2015) The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and U.S. Department of Justice today
announced a settlement with the J.R. Simplot Company
that resolves alleged Clean Air Act violations related to
modifications made at Simplot’s five sulfuric acid plants
located near Pocatello, Idaho, Lathrop, California, and
Rock Springs, Wyoming. Simplot will spend an
estimated $41.5 million on pollution controls to
significantly cut sulfur dioxide (SO3) emissions at all five
plants and pay an $899,000 civil penalty to resolve the
violations. The state of Idaho on behalf of its
Department of Environmental Quality is a party to the
settlement and will receive $167,000 of the penalty.

“Today’s settlement is good news for Idaho residents
and will result in significant reductions of sulfur dioxide
emissions from Simplot’s Pocatello plant,” said

Dennis McLerran, EPA Regional Administrator in Seattle.
“Idahoans will breathe cleaner air thanks to the
pollution control improvements Simplot has made and
will be making under this settlement.”

Once fully implemented, the settlement will reduce SO,
emissions from Simplot’s five sulfuric acid plants by
more than 50 percent for approximately 2,540 tons per
year of total reductions. Upgrades at Simplot’s Pocatello
plant will reduce SO, emissions by approximately 825
tons per year. Simplot will also implement a plan to
monitor SO, emissions continuously at all five plants.

“This settlement helps address public health risks for
local communities in California, Idaho and Wyoming,
and furthers EPA’s commitment to reduce harmful air
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pollution from the largest sources,” said Cynthia Giles,
assistant administrator for EPA’s Office of Enforcement
and Compliance Assurance. “The system-wide pollution
controls Simplot will install will significantly reduce
sulfur dioxide emissions, which can cause serious
respiratory problems and exacerbate asthma.”

EPA and DOJ alleged that Simplot made modifications at
its five sulfuric acid plants without applying for or
obtaining the necessary Clean Air Act permits and “best
available control technology” limits for SO,, and for
sulfuric acid mist and fine particles (PM.s) at its sulfuric
acid plant in Pocatello, Idaho.

Short-term exposures to SO, can lead to serious
respiratory problems, including constriction of airways
in the lungs and increased asthma symptoms. SO, is also
a precursor to the formation of PM; s, which causes a
wide variety of health and environmental impacts,
including asthma attacks, reduced lung function, and
aggravation of existing heart disease.

This settlement is part of EPA’s national enforcement
initiative to control harmful emissions from large
sources of pollution, which includes acid plants, under
the Clean Air Act’s Prevention of Significant
Deterioration requirements. This will be EPA’s 13" acid
settlement under the initiative and the 9*" sulfuric acid
settlement. The emission rates secured in this
settlement will result in the best-controlled, system-
wide emissions achieved in any sulfuric acid plant
settlement to-date.

The consent decree formalizing the settlement was
lodged with the U.S. District Court in the District of
Idaho and is subject to a 30-day public comment period
and final court approval. The proposed consent decree
can be viewed at:
http://www.justice.gov/enrd/consent-decrees.

Learn more about EPA’s Clean Air Act acid plant
enforcement initiative at:
http://www?2.epa.gov/enforcement/acid-plant-new-
source-review-enforcement-initiative.

For more information about today’s settlement, visit:
http://www?2.epa.gov/enforcement/jr-simplot-
company-clean-air-act-caa-settlement.
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